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emphasize the 'civil war* side of the struggle, to minimize
the extent of Italian and German official participation,
and to exaggerate the communist element in the Frente
Popular, both before and after the July revolt. Fortu-
nately their efforts were only partly successful. War
correspondents are an honest and hardy race, to whom
the country is not sufficiently grateful* The profession is
dangerous and very poorly requited. Accounts of actual
fighting, especially in the northern enclave, were usually
accurate and impartial enough, but the public were not
kept very well informed about the condition of the country
itself.

This chapter is rather in the nature of a digression,
diough the condition of the country during the war is
relevant to the question whether this Spanish aSair
was a civil war or not. Unfortunately the subject
has been so muddied over by propaganda that the
writer may be excused if he confines himself chiefly
to personal experiences. As he was never in western
Spain during the war period all that he can do is to
offer a few general observations about that side.

Throughout 1937 the conditions under which
foreigners could visit western Spain were considerably
stricter than eastern Spain. Those who were not known
to be fascist sympathizers were forced to sign a state-
ment that they would not write or say anything publicly
referring to conditions in insurgent Spain. No such
undertaking was required by the Government. There
was also far greater freedom of the press in eastern
Spain. General Franco has instituted the ordinary
fascist regime, as in Italy, but in Madrid, Barcelona and
Valencia there were opposition papers very bitterly
critical of the Ministers, and sometimes of the conduct
of the war.